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Financing and distribution of funds
towards elite sports in Austria

Clemens Trimmel – Austrian Sports – June 2019

Overview

- Structure and organisational framework

- Detailed overview of sport funding

- Distribution of elite sport funding

- Basic section (federation based): funding strategy

- Top section (athletes based): funding strategy

Structure and organisational Framework

2 organisations responsible for federal sport funding in Austria

Austrian Sports ltd. Ministry of Sport

Minister of Sport
Head of Sports

Head of Business Affairs

6 Departments 3 Departments

3 further cooperating organisations

National Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee 

(NOC/NPC)

National Sports Association (BSO): 
Represent the interests of all 

national governing bodies (NGB)

(in possession of 
the federal state)
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Structure and organisational framework

- Federal law regrading sport funding

- brought into effect in Jan. 2018

- Statutory provisions for sport funding in Austria

- For grassroot-sport organisations: defines the volume of funding for each organisation

- For elite sports federations: defines the general criteria and conditions for funding

 The influence of the Ministry of Sports and of Austrian Sports ltd. on the elite sports system in Austria is

considerably higher than on systems in the grassroot sports organsations

Detailed overview of sport funding

€ 130M
Per annum

€ 80M
Funding from National 

Lottery
(61%)

€ 50M
Funding from Government 

(39%)

€ 97M
Austrian Sports ltd. 

€ 33M
Ministry of Sport

€ 40,5M
Federations

€ 29,44M
3 Grassroot-
Organisations

€ 15M
Austrian Soccer 

Federation

€ 1,98M
Austrian 

Mountaineering 
Federation

€ 6,49M
NOC, NPC, NSA, 
SOA**, AFDS***

€ 0,2M
100% Sport –

Gender and Equality

€ 4M
School Models, 

Institute for Sport 
Science, etc. 

€ 6,5M
Austrian Sports 

Resorts ltd.

€ 26,5M
Infrastructure, Large 
scale competitions, 
Innovative Projects

Affecting Elite 
Sport

**Special Olympic Austria
***Austrian Federation for Disabled Sports

Distribution of elite sport funding

Basic Segment
23.680.000 €
6.250.000 €
4.070.000 €

34.000.000 €

Top Segment
5.082.000 €
1.918.000 €

0 €

7.000.000 €

Federations
Olympic Summer 33
Olympic Winter 7
Non Olympic 19

59

Total €
28.762.000 €
8.168.000 €
4.070.000 €

41.000.000 €

Total %
70,15%
19,92%
9,93%

100,00%
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Basic section
Funding strategy

- Focus on Olympic sports and disciplines

- Funding of Olympic cycles

- Retrospective analysis

- Future development

Basic section
Funding strategy

LC 1

LC 2

LC 3

LC 4

LC 5

PC 5 PC 4 PC 3 PC 2 PC 1

Performance-based assessment - results

- Results in international competition –

Top 3, 8, 16 at Olympic Games, WC, EC, WG
- International & national importance – number of member

federations and number of national federations

Potential-based assessment - concept

- Development perspective
- Quality of youth programs

- Quality of management and administration

LC 1

LC 2

LC 3

LC 4

LC 5

PC 5 PC 4 PC 3 PC 2 PC 1

green zone

Factor of assessment > 1

„development“

white zone

Factor of assessment = 1

„stability“

red Zone

Factor of assessment < 1
„decrease“

Funding of previous term Factor of assessment Funding for new term

Luge Ski
Sailing LC 1 1,00 1,01 1,03 1,05 1,05

Swimming Table Tennis Karate Judo LC 2 0,94 1,00 1,01 1,03 1,05
Hockey Rowing Climbing Athletics LC 3 0,90 0,94 1,00 1,01 1,03

Canoe Cycling Tennis LC 4 0,85 0,90 0,94 1,00 1,01
Shooting LC 5 0,85 0,85 0,90 0,94 1,00

Bobsleigh Skeleton Triathlon Volleyball Handball PC 5 PC 4 PC 3 PC 2 PC 1
Weightlifting American Football Baseball/Softball
Icestocksport Speed Skating Wrestling

Bowling Fistball Golf
Aero Sports Billard Equestrian

Gymnastics

Icehockey
Boxing Taekwondo Figure Skating Badminton

Shooting (Trap, Skeet) Curling Fencing Orienteering
Jiu-Jitsu Archery

Minigolf Kickboxing
Waterski Chess

Frisbee
Dancing Diving Modern Pentathlon
Ski bob Rollersports

Squash
Powerlifting

Rugby
Floorball
Casting

0-19 20-39 40-59 60-79 80-100

Factor of assessment

    60-79

60-79

20-39

0-19

Potential-based assessment

Classification of Sports
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Federation Basic 2019

Badminton 653.411
Baseball/Softball 370.668
Basketball 534.558
Archery 313.680
Boxing 205.203
Fencing 432.352
Weightlifting 239.592
Golf 488.265
Handball 1.383.618
Hockey 598.795
Judo 1.119.347
Canoe 725.033
Karate 698.856
Climbing 819.327
Athletics 1.359.907
Modern Pentathlon 216.413
Equestrian 768.311
Cycling 1.156.051
Wrestling 618.503
Rollersports 202.767
Rowing 974.815
Shooting 626.170
Swimming 1.226.104
Sailing 1.275.677
Taekwondo 257.972
Tennis 1.110.957
Tabe Tennis 1.235.189
Triathlon 697.279
Gymnastics 1.192.920
Volleyball 1.200.285
Waterski 166.606
Shooting (Skeet, Trap) 238.484

23.107.114

Olympic Sommer
Federation Basic 2019

Bobsleigh Skeleton 662.953
Curling 193.515
Icehockey 1.125.330
Figure Skating 279.867
Speed Sakting 409.318
Luge 1.320.395
Ski 2.261.306

6.252.684

Olympic Winter
Federation Basic 2019

American Football 588.477
Mini Golf 93.579
Billard 373.270
Casting 32.347
Icestocksport 350.115
Fistball 444.736
Floorball 99.163
Aero Sports 208.402
Frisbee 167.471
Jiu-Jitsu 156.621
Kickboxing 417.460
Powerlifting 99.333
Orienteering 389.891
Rugby 154.603
Chess 331.664
Skibob 150.188
Bowling 223.669
Squash 56.280
Dancing 172.941
Diving 134.991

4.645.202

Non-Olympic

Basic section – volume of funding 2019

Top section
Funding strategy

- Focus exclusively on Olympic sports

- Separation into two groups

- Tokio 2020/Beijing 2022: potential medalists and Top 8 candidates for Tokio & Beijing

- Paris 2024/winter 2026: potential medalists and Top 8 candidates for Paris & winter games 2026

- We employ result based criteria in combination with funnel and benchmark analysis by 

Gracenote Sports 

- This allows for both transparency and efficiency

Example: Ivona Dadic (Heptathlon)

Top section
Funding strategy
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How do we interpret the data?

Top section
Funding strategy

Studies show that peek performance is usually
reached between the ages of 23-34

Ivona is amongst the top 5% in the world for her age group

 Ivona is 26  a potential medalist in Paris 2024
 thus, Ivona is considered a suitable athlete for
long term funding

Example: Alois Knabl (Triathlon)

Top section
Funding strategy

KNABL Alois Olympic Distance

Nr. Name Date Sport Discipline Gender Competition Rank Age Country Forecast RatingBefore Mutation CF

1 Knabl Alois 18.05.2019 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 13 27-002 Austria 23 2381,6 84,0 4,198

2 Knabl Alois 27.04.2019 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Hamilton 18 26-346 Austria 32 2320,5 66,7 4,513

3 Knabl Alois 22.09.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Weihai 6 26-129 Austria 7 2401,3 27,3 2,891

4 Knabl Alois 16.09.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Grand Final 21 26-123 Austria 25 2377,7 25,3 4,748

5 Knabl Alois 26.08.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Montreal, QC 18 26-102 Austria 15 2385,2 -2,0 4,123

6 Knabl Alois 10.06.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Leeds 11 26-025 Austria 30 2317,9 149,2 4,699

7 Knabl Alois 12.05.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 16 25-361 Austria 32 2295,1 90,5 4,198

8 Knabl Alois 16.09.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Grand Final 20 25-123 Austria 30 2307,2 60,7 4,504

9 Knabl Alois 26.08.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Stockholm 19 25-102 Austria 22 2301,1 10,7 4,249

10 Knabl Alois 17.06.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men European Championships 16 25-032 Austria 16 2287,1 15,6 3,527

11 Knabl Alois 13.05.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 21 24-362 Austria 25 2279,6 21,3 4,344
12 Knabl Alois 04.03.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Abu Dhabi 15 24-292 Austria 35 2207,1 86,6 4,151

13 Knabl Alois 14.05.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama DNF 23-364 Austria 37 2273,3 4,236

14 Knabl Alois 08.05.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Huatulco 13 23-358 Austria 13 2267,8 6,5 2,003

15 Knabl Alois 09.04.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Gold Coast, QLD DNF 23-329 Austria 44 2274,5 4,698

16 Knabl Alois 05.03.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Abu Dhabi 27 23-294 Austria 41 2274,3 40,3 4,250

CF = Competition Factor: depending on the quality of the field (this varies between 1,5 and 4,8)

How do we interpret the data? Alois Knabl (Triathlon)

Top section
Funding strategy

KNABL Alois Olympic Distance

Nr. Name Date Sport Discipline Gender Competition Rank Age Country Forecast RatingBefore Mutation CF

1 Knabl Alois 18.05.2019 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 13 27-002 Austria 23 2381,6 84,0 4,198

2 Knabl Alois 27.04.2019 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Hamilton 18 26-346 Austria 32 2320,5 66,7 4,513

3 Knabl Alois 22.09.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Weihai 6 26-129 Austria 7 2401,3 27,3 2,891

4 Knabl Alois 16.09.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Grand Final 21 26-123 Austria 25 2377,7 25,3 4,748

5 Knabl Alois 26.08.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Montreal, QC 18 26-102 Austria 15 2385,2 -2,0 4,123

6 Knabl Alois 10.06.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Leeds 11 26-025 Austria 30 2317,9 149,2 4,699

7 Knabl Alois 12.05.2018 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 16 25-361 Austria 32 2295,1 90,5 4,198

8 Knabl Alois 16.09.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Grand Final 20 25-123 Austria 30 2307,2 60,7 4,504

9 Knabl Alois 26.08.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Stockholm 19 25-102 Austria 22 2301,1 10,7 4,249

10 Knabl Alois 17.06.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men European Championships 16 25-032 Austria 16 2287,1 15,6 3,527

11 Knabl Alois 13.05.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama 21 24-362 Austria 25 2279,6 21,3 4,344
12 Knabl Alois 04.03.2017 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Abu Dhabi 15 24-292 Austria 35 2207,1 86,6 4,151

13 Knabl Alois 14.05.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Yokohama DNF 23-364 Austria 37 2273,3 4,236

14 Knabl Alois 08.05.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Huatulco 13 23-358 Austria 13 2267,8 6,5 2,003

15 Knabl Alois 09.04.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Gold Coast, QLD DNF 23-329 Austria 44 2274,5 4,698

16 Knabl Alois 05.03.2016 Triathlon Olympic Distance Men Abu Dhabi 27 23-294 Austria 41 2274,3 40,3 4,250

 Federations are often quick to rave about fantastic results of their own athletes. 

 With the CF we can quickly analyse the true value of any given result in the larger context
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We create our own database based
upon the following:

2. Specific funding data

1. Gracenote Data

Why?

1. We believe in data driven analysis

Why?

1. We believe in data driven analysis

2. In order to fund efficiently and 
with short reaction times when
necessary, we require as much
information as possible.
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We do this because:

1. We believe in Data-driven analysis

2. We need as much information as
possible, otherwise it is not possible 
to fund efficient and react quickly

3. We need proven arguments for 
federation-level talks

Top section (athlete based) funding

- Number of federations: 32

- Number of athletes/teams: 270 

Federation Basic 2019 Top 2019 Total 2019
Badminton 653.411 0 653.411
Baseball/Softball 370.668 0 370.668
Basketball 534.558 0 534.558
Archery 313.680 4.000 317.680
Boxing 205.203 15.000 220.203
Fencing 432.352 18.000 450.352
Weightlifting 239.592 49.000 288.592
Golf 488.265 15.000 503.265
Handball 1.383.618 645.000 2.028.618
Hockey 598.795 90.000 688.795
Judo 1.119.347 245.000 1.364.347
Canoe 725.033 354.000 1.079.033
Karate 698.856 187.000 885.856
Climbing 819.327 180.000 999.327
Athletics 1.359.907 335.000 1.694.907
Modern Pentathlon 216.413 10.000 226.413
Equestrian 768.311 75.000 843.311
Cycling 1.156.051 212.000 1.368.051
Wrestling 618.503 176.000 794.503
Rollersports 202.767 20.000 222.767
Rowing 974.815 380.000 1.354.815
Shooting 626.170 185.000 811.170
Swimming 1.226.104 134.000 1.360.104
Sailing 1.275.677 1.050.000 2.325.677
Taekwondo 257.972 0 257.972
Tennis 1.110.957 12.000 1.122.957
Tabe Tennis 1.235.189 137.000 1.372.189
Triathlon 697.279 90.000 787.279
Gymnastics 1.192.920 43.000 1.235.920
Volleyball 1.200.285 310.000 1.510.285
Waterski 166.606 0 166.606
Shooting (Skeet, Trap) 238.484 0 238.484

23.107.114 4.971.000 28.078.114

Olympic Sommer

Federation Basic 2019 Top 2019 Total 2019
Bobsleigh Skeleton 662.953 215.000 877.953
Curling 193.515 0 193.515
Icehockey 1.125.330 100.000 1.225.330
Figure Skating 279.867 20.000 299.867
Speed Sakting 409.318 63.000 472.318
Luge 1.320.395 220.000 1.540.395
Ski 2.261.306 1.320.000 3.581.306

6.252.684 1.938.000 8.190.684

Olympic Winter

Federation Basic 2019 Top 2019 Total 2019
American Football 588.477 0 588.477
Mini Golf 93.579 0 93.579
Billard 373.270 0 373.270
Casting 32.347 0 32.347
Icestocksport 350.115 0 350.115
Fistball 444.736 0 444.736
Floorball 99.163 0 99.163
Aero Sports 208.402 0 208.402
Frisbee 167.471 0 167.471
Jiu-Jitsu 156.621 0 156.621
Kickboxing 417.460 0 417.460
Powerlifting 99.333 0 99.333
Orienteering 389.891 0 389.891
Rugby 154.603 0 154.603
Chess 331.664 0 331.664
Skibob 150.188 0 150.188
Bowling 223.669 0 223.669
Squash 56.280 0 56.280
Dancing 172.941 0 172.941
Diving 134.991 0 134.991

4.645.202 0 4.645.202

Non-Olympic

Total amount of funding 2019

*Paralympic athletes are included
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Thank you for your attention


